Introduction
. "In time there would no longer be a dead silence when slavery was spoken of, and the subject became central in a new understanding of what Europe was." 4 Where are your monuments, your battles, martyrs? Where is your tribal memory? Sirs, in that gray vault. The sea. The sea has locked them up. The sea is History
[…] the lantern of a caravel, and that was Genesis. 5 
Derek Walcott, The Sea is History
Recent scholarly studies and media coverage have primarily focused on China's increasing presence and sometimes asymmetricalengagement with Africa in tandem with the new trend of Chinese migration to that continent. Yet, the inverse flux of Africans to China, and the emergence of mainly Western African communities in Southern China over the last decades is influencing some areas of the Pearl River Delta Region, and changing the fabric of cities like Guangzhou, Macau, and Hong Kong, in a way without precedent. Some residential and business areas of Guangzhou, like Dongpu, Dengfeng Jie, and Yongping Jie have been designated "Chocolate Cities," in a clear allusion somehow reminiscent of so-called Chinese "ethnoburbs" in Los Angeles. 6 These ethnic clusters of African-owned shops of a majority of Nigerian entrepreneurs in what were once exclusively Chinese shopping malls are rapidly expanding and receiving scholarly attention. 7 Also on China's music and sports realms, for instance, in 2009, the cases of people of mixed ancestry like the Shanghainese Lou Jing, the first Afro-Chinese finalist to a TV singing contest, and of Ding Hui, the national team volleyball player, have received widespread attention throughout the media and blogosphere in People's Republic of China, sometimes with clear racist overtones and epithets acknowledging that miscegenation, identity, and race are becoming debatable issues in China. 8 
2
Although the presence of Africans in China seems a quite recent phenomenon and a few recent studies emphasize that "novelty," their presence dates back to the first contacts between China and the Arabic/Islamic world. In the particular case of Macau, a long-standing Portuguese settlement, there was a steady presence of Africans dating back to the earliest period of European expansion in the Far East until nowadays. 9 
3
Chinese records, travel accounts, and fiction works indicate the presence of African people back to the Tang dynasty (608-907) when Arabs and other Muslims controlled the maritime and slave trades from East Africa to China and to the Ming dynasty (1368-1644) when the Chinese sent maritime expeditions to East Africa. 10 4 Throughout the centuries of the Portuguese maritime in Africa and Asia, Black African slaves became one of the commodities in the Portuguese maritime trade with China. The number ofAfricans in the South China region increased, thus becoming a constant from the second half of the sixteenth century, namely, coinciding with the arrival of the Portuguese
II Africans in Macau: A Silent But Constant Secular Presence
navigators, the latter aiming at a large-scale maritime trade with China. 11 The Chinese, in particular, in the coastal areas, were the first to be exposed to foreigners at times that many African slaves, including women, were brought to Macau. With time, the territory eventually achieved a great importance due to its diverse commerce, including its slave trade, with China and Japan. The significance of that commerce is attested by the fact that Macau subsidized other colonies such as East Timor, and even Lisbon itself, particularly during the sixteenth and the first half of the seventeenth-century. This declined significantly in later centuries, but a curious commonality amongst historical perspectives of the colony is their isolation from the vast Portuguese colonial context. The history of Portuguese colonization ignored this colonial reality avoiding any references to colonial practices in Macau, and all topics that were related to slavery in general. 12 There have been relatively few studies of the Portuguese slave trade to Southeast Asia and China, and in general the African Black slave trade of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries is notably underrepresented in the literature on slave-trading enterprise.
Amidst international efforts to raise awareness on slavery and slave trade in the present context of resurge of colonial memory, through publications of large numbers of historical works and development of projects of memory, Portugal, unlike several European, American and African countries, has yet to fully address its historical and moral responsibility on the human traffic (either Black African slavery or Chinese coolie trade). 13 
6
Portuguese scholarly research has not only neglected the Atlantic slave trade, only a smaller body of research focuses on the African slave or even the Chinese collie trade, and fewer sources mention black slaves in China. Since the 1970s, particularly in the last decade before the transference of sovereignty, a considerable body of studies on Portuguese Africa and Macanese history has emerged, but no study has systematically analysed the interconnections between colonialism in Africa and in Macau. Numerous cultural publications in both Portugal and Macau have been published, but they have rarely addressed the types of relationships that were established between Macau and Africa. Moreover, work in the field is most often focused on historical aspects of the territory itself and its relation to China, and is isolated from the wider context of Portuguese colonial history. Charles Boxer remarked that "Macau's political dynamics remain obscure [….] analysis has tended to focus on stereotyped views of power relationships in the enclave that have seldom been subject to more serious academic treatment." 14 Only recently, due to the intensification of China's involvement in the Portuguese-speaking countries, there has been an interest in exploring those connections.
Although contacts between China and Africa were officially established in 1897 with the establishment of a consulate in South Africa, direct contacts between Chinese and Africans in Macau or with the Portuguese African colonies lasted throughout the centuries. 15 Interrelations between the Portuguese and other Westerners who settled in Macau and successive migrations of Chinese, other Asians, Africans, and even South Americans gave rise to the fascinating and multifaceted community, the Macanese, who today are only proud of their 'Portuguese whiteness." There were also exchanges that grew out of interaction between China and other Portuguese African colonies, mainly Mozambique, through slavery and the coolie trade. As one writer describes, "Macau in the early seventeenth-century had a distinctly African flavor." 16 From the earliest days of Macau, Chinese and Portuguese sources, although sparse, tell of slaves of different origins, mainly Chinese and African. The Macanese writer Estorninho considered as Macanese those of mixed Afro-Asian or Portuguese descent. 17 Most Africans were assigned as galley slaves in the great trading ships that sailed from Macau to Portugal's posts in India and Japan, while others were employed in various private households or at Jesuit establishments.
8
European powers systematically included Africans in the wars waged to preserve the colonial order, and Portugal was no exception. As early as the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Portuguese merchants and clergymen were encouraged to allow their slaves to settle personal disputes and to act in wars against other European powers as an advanced guard, like when the Dutch attacked Macau in 1622 and there was a scarcity of Portuguese and Macanese men who were away engaged in sea trade. 18 After their victory upon the Dutch, they were granted freedom for their almost suicidal loyalty, and went on to contribute to the ethnic mixture of the Macanese community. Some Africans, however, served under Chinese forces or pirates and became known as "Black Daredevils" or were reported by Chinese authors as enticing local Chinese to steal their Western masters. 19 Even after the abolition of slavery in every Portuguese possession in 1878, throughout the history of Macau, the Africans have maintained a presence in Portuguese enclave.
9
In the nineteenth-century, Landin soldiers from Mozambique were enlisted in the Portuguese colonial army to serve in Angola, Timor, and Macau. They arrived in Macau in 1912 and the company's main job was to guard the Macau-China border or the governor's palace. Between 1920 and 1949, the Portuguese authorities faced Chinese population's opposition to the Landin security forces due to an incident. In 1922, riots broke out after one member of the Mozambican garrison accidentally knocked over a Chinese child. From 1948 onwards, sources indicate that the African army composed by soldiers and caporals from Mozambique, Guinea, and Angola amounted to 500 were distributed in several garrisons at the Guia Fortress, Ilha Verde, and in the islands of Coloane and Taipa.
10
The Portuguese army used Macau and these African troops as a training or transitional post for troops from Mozambique or Angola for half a century. As late as the 1975, when the Portuguese empire started collapsing, Mozambican sentinels who remained in Macau 11 for a two-year commission were a common sight not only on duty as sentinels at the Portuguese governor's palace but also when they were off duty and went shopping, traveled by rickshaws, or visited the Rua de Felicidade (Happiness Street), a narrow old street located at Macau's infamous red light district famous for the "sing-song" girls. When the Estado Novo fell in April 25, 1974 fully supported and offered concrete cooperation and credit to a number of aid and infrastructure projects (for instance, the TAMZAM railway project between Tanzania and Zambia). As part of this cooperation, in the 1960s, academic exchanges and scholarship and stipends program brought many African students to study in China to study technology and sciences. However, most of the students returned home within a year or two due to poor living standards, lack of social opportunities, and the political environment. The Chinese government restored the African scholarship program in the mid 1970s and began sending African students to universities outside of Beijing.
12
After Portugal's African colonies gained independence, during the decolonization process, from the 1975s to the 1990s, a considerable number of Africans of different ethnicities, Black, Mulattoes, and White Africans "retornados"(Portuguese for those who "returned" to the motherland or more specifically those who chose not to live in the independent colonies) fled directly the former Portuguese colonies or after a short stay in Portugal, came to Macau in search of work, mainly in the civil service. In the 1987s, a considerable number of Black African students who were granted scholarships for the University of Macau also came to the territory. Generally speaking, these students were younger, more political motivated than the "retornados," enjoyed strong economic and political connections with the former leaders of the movements of liberation who became heads of state in the independent African countries. The majority graduated in Law, returned to their countries to serve in senior leadership and political high positions while others settled withy their families in Macau where they still practice at local law firms or in the local administration.
During the 60s, 70s and 80s there were constant incidents involving students from different African countries in China which culminated with the 1988-89 Nanjing Anti-African protests when Chinese students took to the streets to protest against the government's inadequate handling of the alleged murder of a Chinese by an African student. Many of these students returned to China while a few from the Portuguese speaking countries came to Macau. During the so-called "transitional period" ( período the transição) from 1987 to 1999, a few Africans doctors from thePortuguese speaking countries graduated from Universities in China and who spoke both Putonghua and Portuguese came to Macau and were employed at Macau's health services.
14 This paper aims to locate African Diaspora in Macau as part of a more ambitious project which aims to assess the new forms of migration besides the African trading communitiesfrom Africa to China and from China to Africa as well as their impact and contribution to globalization. It revolves around life stories or narratives of Nigerian students living in Macau in recent years after the enclave's transference of sovereignty. It is based on personal and familiar stories within individual biographies and on the migrant themselves through conversational interviews from about fifteen students from a Macau's higher education institution.
15
The interviewees were encouraged to relate their experiences, expectations and difficulties as Africans in a special administrative region of China praised by its multisecular multiculturalism. Based on interviews and observation, we hope to make this community more visible by unveiling new dynamics in the migratory fluxes to Macau but also by exposing the challenges they are facing. We argue that the reciprocity should prevail in economic and cultural exchanges between China and the African countries. In the particular case of Macau, perhaps due to emphasis on the enclave as a privileged platform in the economic interchanges between China and the Portuguese-speaking countries, somehow, the Africans from other countries, specially from Anglophone states from Africa, including Nigeria, are facing more difficulties in coming, living, and working in Macau SAR., aggravated by the lack of consular services, the language barrier, and the dominance of the Sino-Portuguese language and cultural matrix which is in practice contradicts the official claim of Macau as a multicultural or international place.
16
Although Macau is a predominantly Chinese community, the term multiculturalism and other similar concepts are constantly evoked under the premises of its multisecular history and the presence of people from different nationalities.Yet, neither the Portuguese administration or nor the Chinese government have never attempted to address the issue of multiculturalism through appropriate legislation. Therefore, the celebration of multiculturalism is practically confined mainly to tourist initiatives aiming to promote the Macau's exotic or cultures through popular festivals of traditional dancing and music, traditional gastronomy more associated to the Lusophone nature of Macau. First, this paper considers why Macau as a special administrative region of China has evolved and has being slowly converted into a new urban African formation due to opportunities and changes occurring in the region in the first years of the twenty-first century, then, it compares the new and old African communities of students and business people/migrant workers from former Portuguese colonies such as Angola, Cape Verde, and Mozambique.Then, borrowing the title of a sequel movie with the same title of the promising New African cinema, the paper focus on the "China Wahala" or the troubles of these Nigerian students through their tales of their experiences of racism/s and their negotiations and responses which radically contradicts not only the slogans of multiculturalism and cultural diversity propagated by the official discourse from the PRC's central and local governments and tourist channels as these Nigerians are confronted daily withoften dramatic situations ranging from indifference, ostracism to exclusion. Finally, we argue the Sino-African cooperation should include cultural aspects, mainly the implementation of international exchanges of African and Chinese students.
He has a good heart He catches dirt wind, Becomes of the colour of fruit.") 20 This earliest collection of popular verse in patuá of the Eurasian community of Macanese from the nineteenth century has curious allusions to the Africans in Macau and reveal how the Macanese perceived people with dark skin. Popular Macanese theatre in patuá from the twentieth century also includes mocking references to their presence. 21 
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The Macuas from Mozambique, one of the ethnic groups who were brought as slaves from Mozambique to several geographical areas in the world from the Caribbe to Asia and their eating habits were satirically portrayed in the verses. Some of these Macanese perceptions are somehow similar to early Chinese's cultural observations on the "barbarians" as they measured foreigners' eating habits according to their relative degree of civilization. 22 Other verses allude to the presence of the African female slaves which existed in great number at the Macanese and Portuguese merchants households and who were frequently victims of the abuse from their from masters and mistresses. Another curious allusion is the ambivalent attitude towards interracial marriage that was either criticized or accepted. What Chinese sources reveal, in fact, is how Chinese, Macanese, and Portuguese viewed those with dark skin and how these perceptions were perpetuated over time. Nowadays, in Macau it is still easy to find that the toponymy of the city, places of memory, for instance Mong Ha Hill (once popularized as the "Black Devils or "Black Ghost Fortress." where a fort was converted into a barracks for one of the African Portuguese garrison stationed in Macao), popular legends (the defense of the city from a Dutch attach was led by the priests with the help of African slaves in particular of a woman who fought fiercely in the seventeenth century), and even hybrid gastronomy (Macau's famous African Chicken) reveal the spark of memory still perpetuated the presence of Black Africans in the collective imagination of different segments of the population in Macau. This combination of places, stories and sites occupied by black Africans and other slaves should be accurately identified and preserved because they are of great heritage interest and assert its role in Macau's collective memory. Living in Macau's stratified society, the cafres (Africans) were the last step in the social scale in Macau and they were satirized in patuá verses by the Creole community. Pina-Cabral describes this "characteristic as 'the dynamic of despise' -a process through which a person, feeling that he or she is the object of prejudice, attempts to shift the burden of that prejudice onto some other person. 23 24 The Macanese folk verses reveal notions of class, gender, and racial discrimination widespread within the Macanese community in regard to successive waves of Africans from the black slaves to the Landin soldiers, as the authors tended to identify with and support the dominant European group, and despised other cultural ethnicities as white completion was highly appreciated and the colonial elites strived for "whiteness."
In the eighteenth-century, two Mainland Chinese, Yin Guang Ren and the Magistrate Zhang Ru Lin, visited Macau and, while in the Portuguese enclave, they became of color and class divisions. 25 These Chinese envoys reported that Macau's ladies and their Black Africans were placed at the lowest scale on their report.
23
Recent studies on contemporary Africans in China, for instance, have changed over time from emphasis on the urban ghettoization of the African communities to the relevance of immigrant entrepreneurship as "bridges in the processes of Africa-China socio-economic integration." 26 24 We argue that in Macau, the Africans from Portuguese-speaking countries, unlike other African immigrants, actually benefit from their background and continue to enjoy a preferential treatment by the local authorities and are particularly privileged by the academy under Chinese rule. This favourable situation is reinforced by the existence of solid mechanisms of cooperation between China through Macau with the Portuguese speaking countries. These privileged relations with the Lusophone world that reinforce "the uniqueness of Macau vis-vis Guangdong and Macau"can contribute for the fact that majority of those Africanswho are coming to Macau are disproportionately from Portuguese colonies and to less extent from other African countries. 27 It seems that they do not encounter the same levels of discriminations, since they are perceived to be part of the historic legacy.
25
Africans originally from outside the Lusophone world, in particular, the Nigerians, the largest African group, express concern that they are subject to exclusionary admissions policies at local academy. .
26
Despite ostracism and the lack of reciprocal incentives from the central and local governments, the Nigerian students seem to be able to start carving out a niche in Macau's society throughout academic and more broadly participation in the local society.Macau, as a long standing and renowned place influenced by the early Portuguese expansion, predisposes a favorable climate for multiples and interethnic encounters.There is clear evidence that Chinese women are much open minded and eager to be associated or involved with Africans. Although a significant number of our respondents has intermixed unions or liaisons with Chinese women from the Mainland, Macau, and Hong Kong, this does not imply a complete acceptance and integration. Yet, these unions have also been met with more opposition from Chinese males and several communities in Macau
27
"Bushfallers" in a Chinese Territory continue to perceive the Africans and other people in terms of racial differences, skin colour, and social status still prevailing.
The research participants were from both genders but they were predominantly males who were all born in Nigeria and are currently enrolled in a private university in Macau. They belong to different ethnic groups, religious creeds, and socio-economic backgrounds. Through conversational interviews, theypresented their own accounts of when they came to Asia and then settled in Macau, and what it meant to be a Black African student in Macau's post transference of sovereignty period. The result is a fascinating kaleidoscope of cultural attitudes against a Chinese backdrop with still many traits of colonialism where these different Nigerian students wrestle with issues of education, language, and racism, and speak about their lives, hopes, achievements, and disappointments. Their thoughts as they reflected on how they saw themselves, how they felt that they were seen by society at large, and how they wanted to be seen. Their recollectionshelped to construct the history of this emergent community and fill the void left by newspaper accounts and official reports.
28
The flow of the Nigerian Diaspora has been mainly to English speaking countries like the United Kingdom, Canada, and the United States. But during the first decade after Macau's transference of sovereignty to China, Southeast Asia, mainly Hong Kong, Macau, and ultimately China are becoming the most popular destinations for these "bushfallers," a term which as become common in different African speaking countries to refer to those Africans living in the Diaspora.
29
Several factors might have influenced the interest of many Africans coming to China in the post-Tiananmen period. First of all, the PRC started taking initiatives with special emphasis in developing Sino-African business and trade links. In 1979, China hosted a major China-Africa Seminar on Economic Reform, and attended the Southern African Development Co-ordination Conference ( SADCC) in Zimbabwe in 1993 and the first Sino-African Forum was held in October 2000 with the presence of forty-four countries, where it was signed the Beijing Declaration of the Forum on China -Africa Co-operation. 28 Other initiatives include the establishment of 11 Investment Development and Trade Promotion Centres in Africa and it has become common that every year the first official overseas visit from Beijing leaders is to Africa.From 2003 onwards, Chinese official statistics, estimate that the percentage of Africans in Guangzhou has been growing at 30-40% annually, the African population is around 100, 000 with a large majority of Nigerians involved in small business. 29 2006 was declared the Year of Africa and on 12 January 2006, Beijing unveiled its first white paper on its relations with Africa, China's African Policy, elaborating a detailed plan for long-term ties with Africa covering economic, political, educational, scientific, cultural, environmental, health and social cooperation, as well as peacekeeping and security. China's new strategic partnership with Africa was also unveiled at the November 2006 Beijing Summit of the Forum on China and Africa Cooperation (FOCAC).
In the particular case of Macau, in October 2003, the People of Republic of China's Ministry of Economy created the Permanent Secretariat to the Forum for Economic and Trade Cooperation between China and Portuguese-speaking countries in Macau ("The Macau Forum") which is financially supported by the Macau SAR government. 30 The edge that Macau possesses to function as a business platform between the Mainland and the Portuguese-speaking countries has been recognised by the organisation of "The Forum for Economic and Trade Co-operation Between China and Portuguese-Speaking Countries" held in Macau every year. 31 They have maintained links with Portuguese-speaking countries in business, culture, and tourism; Macau looks forward to becoming the business and service platform between these states and the Mainland through "Economic and Trade Opportunities Chinese-Speaking Countries" and a business matching database established to create wide space for co-operation. Most imports are allowed to enter Macau freely without tariffs being levied. The "Macau Forum" supports the creation of associations with the Portuguese-speaking countries, the organization of the Macau's Festival of Lusophony, international fairs, visits of commercial delegations, projects courses for workers from areas in economy, tourism, and nursing. Visitors from Portuguese-speaking countries, including top officials to the Mainland, routinely stopped over in Macao. In 2009, Vice-Minister of Commerce, Jianj Zengwei, led a trade and commerce delegation to visit Portugal, Angola which integrated Macau.
31
China's new policy towards Africa allied to the recent economic prosperity of Macau attracted a lot of attention overseas. The gambling liberalization created in 2000 in Macau favored the economic boom in the gaming, tourism, and construction sectors, thus attracting many newcomers. This factor was one of the motives that led many of our respondents to choose to come to Macau and that is probably one of the reasons they would like to remain if they were offered more incentives.
32
The total number of Africans or a person of African origin, comprising white Africans, is less than 500, being the majority from the Portuguese-speaking countries (Angola, Brazil, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Portugal, Sao Tome and Principe and East Timor).These different groups of Africans are easy to discern in the city, especially during the annual Lusophony Festival, which has became a tourist attraction and receives funds from the "Macau Forum" and other governmental bodies. During this Lusophone event, many Black and white Africans wear their African clothes, organize musical and cultural events, and showcase African gastronomy. The majority of these Portuguese-speaking Africans were former civil servants under the Portuguese administration who remained or returned to Macau after the transference of sovereignty. These Africans who became Macau's permanent residents are well adapted and participate actively in the promotion of their respective countries. They received financial support Macau SAR government to create or reactivate associations aiming to foster the relations between their respective countries and China.
The Nigerian students are quite different from those Africans who first came to China, since the latter were much more politicized or had strong economic and political connections with the former leaders of the movements of liberation who became heads of state in the independent African countries. All of them considered China a temporary place to stay and study as they planned to go back to their countries. Among the last cohort of Nigerian migrants to Macau one notices that there are more and more educated Nigerians migrants of both sexes and drawn from different ethnic, cultural, and religious backgrounds. The growing wealth of the middle class in Nigeria which is expected to increase, has contributed for a great number of international student enrolments. In Nigeria, despite the oil resources, there are limited or non-existent economic opportunities as manufacturing industries are extremely deficient and the great majority of every-day consumer goods are being imported. More and more Africans have recently turned their attention to China, Hong Kong, and Macau and are trying to get visas permits under a limited quota and sometimes they have to wait for one year. Those who came are very much business oriented and have no plans to establish themselves longer in the territory or China. However, the recent Nigerian migrants to Macau, although they are impelled to improve their socio-economic status and wish to return, they want above all to get a diploma from local higher education institutions. Yet, if they were given job or academic opportunities in Macau after completing their studies, they might be tempted to remain in the territory.
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Nowadays, when many of them arrive as false pretence tourists, as it is rather difficult to rent apartments they choose to go to live at illegal guesthouses in the infamous residential buildings exactly right across the Macau's Migration Office. Before leaving their home country, the great majority of who choose Macau has not heard much about Macau, except for its fame of prosperity and high standard of living; yet, they think that it willbe as industrialized as like China and other booming economies in Asia, where they can easily secure a job to sustain their living while pursuing further postgraduate studies in full-time and/or part-time modes in the field of international, business, management, and political sciences. Most of the students who came from Nigeria to study in Macau at the Master of Arts level studies, in MBA for instance, hope to get future jobs in managerial positions or starting up their own business with China market as a starting link. Unfortunately, the local economy, based exclusively on the gaming industry, policy, and conceived perception of Blacks, in general and of Nigerians in particular, do not give them the opportunity of getting either a part-time or a full-time job to support themselves according to their professional expertise and training. Consequently, the local employment recruitment agencies cannot help them in their career endeavors.
Nevertheless, despite the obstacles, this new trend of students is contributing to Macau in becoming one the most popular destinations for Nigerians and other Africans students from English-speaking countries-an increasing tendency as the chain of members of friends and family from their own country can contribute for them to adjust easier. It is noticeable that Macau's Nigerian students keep close family and friendship connections with other country fellows who primarily live and work in the cities of Guangdong and Hong Kong's clothing export and import business.
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Using Macau as a basis for their studies, some of these Nigerian migrants turned students have also been applying successfully to other higher institutions in the region such as Japan and the Asia Pacific region. Although subjected to visa and other legal constraints, they are showing strong signs that they are able to adjust rapidly, to understand either Cantonese or Puthonghua, and to be involved in joint-research projects on China and Africa with other people from their country of origin if given the right opportunities. The majority of Nigerian students in Macau share common dreams with their country fellows who depend exclusively on business, they are interested to open a trade company, and be involved in the China African trade. Yet, Macau it is not the CITY of DREAMS that the tourist propaganda claims and many of them and their families imagine. 32 And in some cases they are even prey of some unscrupulous countrymen turned student recruiters who deceive innocent students and their families in Nigeria by presenting a false side of Macau as a safe heaven where their basic needs can easily be sustained. In fact, as Macau's new immigration restrictions targeting citizens from six African and South Asian countries were announced in 2009, it seems thatbetween the official discourse of cooperation both in the PRC and the Macau Special Administrative Region of China with African Countries and reality there is a great gap. 33 
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First of all, all the respondents complained about the lack of reciprocity in the PRC's emigration policy. The process of getting visas for Chinese is much easier that for those Africans who apply for a visa to come to China. Besides, in the particular case of Macau, a former Portuguese colony, people from Portuguese speaking countries have been getting their resident permit with ease but the case of persons from other African countries, especially, the case of Nigerians, is more complicated. In the case of Nigerians married to Chinese citizens according to PRC law, the spouse is denied the one-year permit. Other African countries have been getting their resident permit with ease but the case of Nigerians is different. Even when a Nigerian is married to a Chinese Citizens according to Chinese law the person is still being denied the one year resident permit that the Chinese government gives to people in that category; rather, they will renew the person's visa every three months in the case of Nigerian. Wives of Nigerians who have a resident permit can never claim through her husband's residency. Spouses who wish to come to China should apply and get a one-month visiting visa or otherwise will be there as illegal alien.
Despite the lack of research on Chinese attitude towards Africans today and of the tensions, our respondents who speak Puthongua pointed that in many on-line forums, for instance, sina.com, a popular Chinese Web site, and chat rooms it is quite common to find racists comments, and stereotypes about Africans.
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On a daily basis at the universities, these students regularly encounter discrimination in nearly all facets of daily life in Macau. Even among their fellow students and teachers but, for personal reasons, they always declined to comment about it. They reported raciallymotivated obstacles when looking for work (which is 99% impossible to have one) or a home to rent, when dealing with colleagues or some school officials. They also experienced discrimination when entering cafes, restaurants, shops, or are seated on the buses.
Initially many Africans in Macau, including Nigerians, who were interviewed lamented about their inability of getting Chinese girlfriends even after residing here for more than one year in Macau. But in recent times, some of them have been able to get beautiful Chinese girls as their girlfriends but still have the difficulty of getting the "dream woman" they would have loved to marry. They justify it as a result of still negative perception of Blacks and, pressures from friends and family members who oppose to intermixed unions especially with Black Africans. Some expressed the idea that having a relationship with a Chinese girl has been greeted with mixed feeling. At first, the girls are difficult to get along with. According to one interview, this attitude should not be perceived as racism but rather as an influence of the Chinese culture that inhibits them from socializing with aliens. Most of our respondents consider that, despite of Macau being considered an international city, Chinese people in the enclave find it difficult to get along with a foreigner as local Chinese having been confined to a particular environment from birth without any opportunities of experiencing a different environment which could have provided considerable exposure. They gave as an example the fact that it is very easy to know among the Chinese who has lived in other countries in the first few minutes of initiating a conversation considering their openness and the willingness to answer to questions. Some feel scared due to their mindset about Africans. Basically, this is based on the information acquired from Chinese media depicting Africans with all sorts of vices. However, the last group considers language as a great barrier to effective communication; hence, local Chinese shy away from foreigners because the medium of communication will be in English.
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Despite these bottlenecks associated with having a relationship with Chinese girls, our respondents' experiences have shown that Chinese girls are more stable and tolerable in a relationship than the African girls. For example a Chinese girl will handle more maturely a situation whereby she finds her boyfriend cheating on her than an African girl who might go physical if not controlled. Chinese girls who have African boyfriends have given good commendations about their experience prompting some of them to share that they will
Conclusion
never go back to a Chinese guy because some of them are "boring, prefer to play the games and above all are not romantic at all according to some Chinese girls. The majority of the girls with African boyfriend are eager to get married. However, there are two hurdles: first, it is the refusal of the Chinese family accepting a marriage with an African. In a recent case it was a parent's unwillingness to give away their only daughter in marriage to a Nigerian whom they feel might someday decide to live elsewhere. Another incidence was a situation where a Chinese girl was threatened to face excommunication from the family for marring an African. The second hurdle to marriage between a Chinese and an African is the problem of adaptability of a Chinese girl to another country with a different culture. Contrary to the wild perception of the Chinese, acknowledging that Africans get social status and other benefits through marriage, Africans on the other hand are not disposed to get married so easily to a Chinese girl. So many Africans have the plan of going back to their country after their education and experience they acquired here. Africa as a continent is in need of development and a lot is expected from those who have lived in developed and developing countries to bring back their wealth of experience to shape a sustainable development model for the continent. Most Africans are skeptical about a Chinese wife migrating with them back home as the environment is completely different. However these impediments have not in any way deterred the ever growing relationship between Chinese girls and African boys.
This research suggests that literature on Sino-African relations has focused more on strategic, economic, diplomatic, and political issues. There is, therefore a need for more research on the perceptions the Africans have regarding the Chinese and on the ones that the Chinese have on Africans.
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Contrary to the official discourse, the situation of African students in China was never peaceful. In the 1960s, 1970s, and in 1980 there many incidents involving African students which led to deportation and to formal protests from a few African government officials and the Organization of African Unity. The PRC government publicly denied criticism and responded at the racial attitude that many Chinese had towards African students could not be characterized as racism.
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While nowadays racial incidents involving African students in China did not have the repercussions of the previous decades, African students, in particular Nigerians, in both Macau and Mainland China, continue to feel subjected to prejudices despite the official discourse of praising Sino-African relationships which do not focus on a program of integrating foreign minorities. 34 
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What we see in Macao is stereotyping in terms of traditional and outworn labels and 45 so-called identities, negative labeling, exclusion, and marginalization with reference to the Nigerian students-taking the university as a system in miniature, a microcosm of a macrosocial phenomenon in Macau. The ideology taught in China and the silence on ideology in Macau lets ideology be perpetuated, so that, when a visible difference occurs, people cannot handle it or refuse to handle it at all. The evidence of racial discrimination in Macau may be attributed to old racial stereotyping and elitist values dating back to a past when those who were dark were linked to servitude and denigrated but also to colonial legacy still very much associated to Gilberto Freyre's Lusotropicalism which in name of a pretense of "racial harmony" obliterates issues of racism in Portuguese speaking countries or areas of the world.
The experiences of the Nigerian at the hands of official channels (e.g., immigration) and the experiences of culture clash shows the introversion of locals and their reactions to difference, racism (or its modern-day mediation by all sorts of other strands).
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The irony is that, in Macau, which is often talked of as a multicultural community, actually multiculturalism in the same way means a combination of cultural rejection and marginalization. Multiculturalism is defined as different cultures coexisting in Macau but there is a total absence of social awareness in order to avoid racial discrimination. Contrary to the Macau's government's claim that the enclave is a "harmonious and multicultural society," the state governance and the migration department office are not sensitive to the needs of aliens and there is not a generalized practice of a culture of acceptance.
47
Previous studies in other countries have shown that language barriers is one of the obstacle for immigrants with poor English language proficiency but in Macau which boosts to be an international destination, those who do not speak either Chinese (Cantonese or Putonghua) and Portuguese are denied basic public services. Although is not widely spoken, Portuguese is the second official language alongside Chinese in the public administration and the legal system.
48
For instance, all the information provided by the Macau's Migration Services, including in its website, is in both Chinese and Portuguese. These language barriers and immigration papers can always represent a problem but in the particular case of Macau's complex immigration system, language barriers experienced by immigrant groups deprive most of the prospective international students from an easy enrolling at higher education institutions.
49
Regardless of their education, expertise or training, African immigrants, on average, and Nigerian students in particular are still perceived with suspicious as there is no recognition of the varieties of culture and benefits of African Diaspora. Racial hierarchy is still present and entrenched in Macau's society as a combination of colonial legacy, the local Chinese imaginary, and the construction of a "harmonious society" in based on the principle of "one country, two systems," proclaimed as one of slogans the Macau's government. 35 
